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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


Judge OKs pandemic voting by mai 


Ruling favoring 
universal mail-in 
ballots almost certainly 
will be appealed 


By Ryan Autullo 
rautullo@statesman.com 


A Travis County state 
District Court judge on 
Wednesday issued a tempo- 
rary injunction against the 


Vehicles line up Wednesday to receive free food at LBJ Early College High School. The Central Texas 
Food Bank distributed free emergency food boxes to help those who are facing increased food 
insecurity during the coronavirus crisis. [NICK WAGNER/AMERICAN-STATESMAN] 


A food line for our troubled times 


for our troubled 
times. What do you 
see in this picture?: 
Wednesday morning, 
just prior to 8 a.m. Three 


[i a Rorschach test 


wishes of Republican state 
leaders, clearing the way for 
Texans to vote early by mail to 
avoid contracting the corona- 
virus at polling places. 

Judge Tim Sulak’s decision 
came at the end of an all- 
day remote video hearing. 
His action sided with Texas 
Democratic Party officials, 
who had argued that the pan- 
demic is unlikely to end before 


AS I SEE IT 


Democratic runoffs in July 
and that voters should not be 
required to choose between 
their health and their desire 
to vote. 

The matter almost certainly 
will be settled eventually by 
the Texas Supreme Court — 
the state’s highest civil court 
— after the state appeals 
Sulak’s order to the Austin- 
based 3rd Court of Appeals. 


hundred or so vehicles 
in the parking lot of a 
high school that should 
be in session but isn’t. 

For some, with the picture 
broadened out to show the 
Central Texas Food Bank 
trucks and volunteers, it’s a 
picture of despair as hungry 
households lined up for a 
28-pound box of shelf- stable 
food and hygiene supplies. 

But maybe it’s really a 
picture of hope, a tableau of 
neighbors helping neighbors 


they don’t know. The 
food distribution began 
at 9 a.m. and went 

until past noon. Some 

of the vehicles showed up 
two hours early. 

The people you meet 
and the stories you hear 
in a food line: Some are 
there for themselves. 
Some are there for 
their families. Some 
are there for others. 


See HERMAN, A5 


Some states allow all 
eligible voters to submit 
a ballot by mail, but 
Texas limits it to just four 
classes of voters: anyone 
65 or older; anyone who 
is absent from the county 
and cannot get to the 
polls; some jail inmates; or 
anyone with a disability. 


See VOTING, A7 


More inside 


e Texas sees biggest rise yet in 
COVID-19 deaths, B1 

e Agency steps up efforts to 
handle jobless claims, B1 

e Amid virus impact, St. 
Edward’s drops 6 sports, C1 

e How local athletes cope with 
stay-home orders, D1 


Texas food stamp 
applications surge 


Coronavirus crisis 
leads more to turn to 
SNAP program for help 


By Julie Chang 
jchang@statesman.com 


Twice as many Texans 
applied for food stamps 
in March than during the 
same period last year, as 
out-of-work residents use 
government subsidized pro- 
grams to put food on the table. 

About 231,000 Texans 
applied for benefits through 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, also 
known as food stamps, 
in March compared with 
114,000 applications in March 
2019, according to the Texas 
Health and Human Services 
Commission. During the 
first week of April, the state 
approved 83 percent more 
requests for benefits com- 
pared with the same period 
last year with many of them 
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US RETAIL 
SALES PLUNGE 


Coronavirus lockdown 
leads to unprecedented 
decline in purchasing 


How much can Texas 
families receive from 
food stamps? 


Family Monthly Monthly 
size income limit amount 
1 $1,718 $194 

2 $2,326 $355 

3 $2,933 $509 

4 $3,541 $646 

5 $4,149 $768 

For each 

person, $608 $146 
add: 


likely coming from applica- 
tions received in March. 

The state administers the 
federally funded program. 
Last month, agency officials 
reported 3.3 million Texans 
were eligible for food stamps, 
more than a third of them 
children, and $370 million 
worth of the benefits were 
distributed. 


See SNAP, A4 


Heartbreak, prayer, mourning: Inside the outbreak’s deadliest week 


USA TODAY 


A Catholic priest in New 
Orleans slipped on a surgical 
gown and face mask and per- 
formed last rites on a woman 
dying in a hospital alone. 

A New York City doctor 
delivered messages from family 
members to patients taking their 
final breaths on ventilators. 


An intensive care nurse in 
Chicago scribbled the name 
of a coronavirus survivor ona 
Post-it Note and stuck it ona 
dry erase board in the unit - a 
small memorial to arare victory 
in an otherwise grim week. 

The second week of April 
marked the deadliest week 
since the coronavirus pan- 
demic arrived in the United 


States three months ago. 
According to numbers tracked 
by USA TODAY, 12,056 
Americans with COVID-19 
died in that seven-day span. 
One day registered a new 
deadly high of 1,973 deaths, 
only to be surpassed two 
days later, when the death 
toll jumped to 2,108. By the 
end of the week, the U.S. had 


eclipsed Italy with the most 
reported coronavirus deaths 
in the world, with 20,608 
since the outbreak began. 
The death toll was highest in 
New York, Chicago, Seattle, 
Detroit and New Orleans, 
where bodies beset hospitals 
and overflowed morgues. As 
the painful week unfolded, 
USA TODAY reporters 


interviewed relatives of the 
deceased, funeral direc- 
tors, faith leaders, medical 
examiners, grief counselors, 
doctors, nurses and others on 
the front lines of the outbreak 
about what they witnessed 
from Sunday, April 5, through 
Saturday, April 11. 


See WEEK, A8 
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“IF YOU DON'T LIKE DOGS, YOU SUCK!” ‘ 


Jeff Ward returns, and this time he’s with the big dogs. 


Listen live at jeffwardshow.com 9-Noon 
Replays 3p-6p, & 9p-Midnight 
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